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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS’ REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON  
INTERNAL CONTROL REQUIRED BY GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

 
 
West Chester Township 
Butler County 
9100 Centre Pointe Drive 
West Chester, Ohio 45069 
 
To the Board of Trustees: 
 
We have audited the financial statements of West Chester Township, Butler County, Ohio (the Township), 
as of and for the year ended December 31, 2002, and have issued our report thereon dated August 29, 
2003.  We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
 

Compliance 
 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Township’s financial statements are free of 
material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the 
determination of financial statement amounts.  However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The 
results of our tests disclosed one instance of noncompliance that is required to be reported under 
Government Auditing Standards which is described in the accompanying schedule of findings as item 
2002-001.  We also noted certain immaterial instances of noncompliance that we have reported to 
management of the Township in a separate letter dated August 29, 2003. 
 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Township’s internal control over financial reporting 
in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial 
statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting.  However we noted 
a matter involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be a 
reportable condition.  Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant 
deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting that in our judgment, 
could adversely affect the Township’s ability to record, process, summarize and report financial data 
consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements.  A reportable condition is 
described in the accompanying schedule of findings as item 2002-001. 
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A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control 
components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be 
material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a 
timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions.  Our 
consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would necessarily disclose all matters in the 
internal control that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all 
reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses.  However, we believe none of 
the reportable conditions described above is a material weakness.  We also noted other matters involving 
the internal control over financial reporting that do not require inclusion in this report, that we have 
reported to management of the Township in a separate letter dated August 29, 2003. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of management and the Board of Trustees and 
is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.  
 
 
 
 
 
Betty Montgomery 
Auditor of State 
 
 
August 29, 2003, except for finding 2002-001, 
  for which the date is November 24, 2003. 
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WEST CHESTER TOWNSHIP 
BUTLER COUNTY 

 
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS 

DECEMBER 31, 2002 
 

FINDINGS RELATED TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
REQUIRED TO BE REPORTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GAGAS 

 
FINDING NUMBER 2002-001 

 
 
Noncompliance/Reportable Condition 
 
Ohio Rev. Code, Section 102.03(D), states that “No public official or employee shall use or authorize the 
use of the authority or influence of office or employment to secure anything of value or the promise or 
offer of anything of value that is of such a character as to manifest a substantial and improper influence 
upon the official or employee with respect to the person’s duties.” 
 
Ohio Rev. Code, Section 102.03(E), states that “No public official or employee shall solicit or accept 
anything of value that is of such a character as to manifest a substantial and improper influence upon the 
public official or employee with respect to that person’s duties.” 
 
The Township Administrator [approximately two weeks] and a Trustee of the Township [approximately 
four years] stored personal items (sail boats and a recreational vehicle) on Township property free of 
charge.  The Township did not have a policy in place allowing this practice, nor was it approved by the 
Township Trustees.  This resulted in the Administrator and the Trustee receiving something of value from 
the Township free of charge.  The Township Trustees should put in place policies and procedures for 
allowable use of Township property.  These policies and procedures should be in line with the restrictions 
of the Ohio Rev. Code, Section 102.03. 
 
This is being referred to the Butler County Prosecutor and to the Ohio Ethics Commission for whatever 
action they deem necessary. 
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West Chester Township
Butler County, Ohio

List of Principal Officials
December 31, 2002

Dave Tacosik
Township Trustee

Catherine Stoker
Township Trustee

Patricia Williams
Township Clerk

David Gully
Township Administrator

José Alvarez
Township Trustee
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88 East Broad Street
P.O. Box 1140
Columbus, Ohio  43216-1140

Telephone 614-466-4514
800-282-0370

Facsimile  614-466-4490

WEST CHESTER TOWNSHIP

BUTLER COUNTY

CLERK'S CERTIFICATION
This is a true and correct copy of the report which is required to be filed in the Office
of the Auditor of State pursuant to Section 117.26, Revised Code, and which is filed
in Columbus, Ohio.

CLERK OF THE BUREAU

CERTIFIED
JANUARY 8, 2004
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